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Vietnam. You only
have to say the
word and a movie
reel of images
starts playing in
your mind. But the
Vietnam of today is
very different to the
war-ravaged one of
30 years ago. As
KR's on-call motor-
cycle adventurer
Chris Stephens
found out when he
joined Mike Britton
and Angela Bruce
on this year's
'Venture Into
Vietnam.'
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ITS LD degrees, the sun is shining and we have just
croased the bridge that marcks the old demilitarized
rone OME between old Marih and Sauth Vietnam.

We stop for lunch with the jungle aczing an
almoat dealening chorus of insecls and prepars &
apal ba rest. The grass = mesing and closer seruti-
ny reveals a floor af leaches looking for suste-
nancal & bite pain reveals a l=ach garging an Sam’s
ankle, 1% quickly dowsed in salt and carefully
rermaved by jungle kaife. Thiz i Sambo's [irst
Blagd! Farged the mavie, this 2 the real thing!

Vietnarn = iruly ane of the last tourist fronters,
s pogsibile to have a real adveniure here made all
the mose 90 by molercycle. (TS hard 1@ imagine
covering the ground and achiesing the access an
anything but & matorcyele. |n tael, mosl of Vielnam
& an matorcpele there beng aboul 14 millkan 20
forgel the bus tours and the air-candidsaning, the
real sxparience is an two whesls!

This particular expesiencs 18 arganisad by Mike
and angela af Britton Molarcycle Adveniures wha
run several bwo and thres week tours each year in
addition ba thesr Ball excursons.

RUSSIAN AROUND
The Russian M=k 125c¢ ‘trall bikes' we rode
seemed a far cry fram my KTMASOEXD! However in
a country where 175 is the maxirmum co Limit and
rosds are generally designed for such modest
engineering | fear | would have gat inte a lat rore
trauble an the EXCI

The Minsk is 8 truly robust waorkhorse, its
lorguey but under stressed engine promisang and
delivering Longewty. The styling (= definitely retra
but by Yietnam standards they are guite powerful
since Honda 90 scooters seem o be most common
franspaort.

And the rules of the road?

Dan't amyone tell you size deesn't count! Yietnam

In Herthern Yietnam we venture ap the "04d French
Road." Abandoned now, but Formerly used by the French
i Kheir comtral af the Norik,,

Workers here are harvesting the rice destined far yeur
Chowmain, The bright green |s siunning and an exatic
back drop Eo the ride
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The tour uses the 'cormnerman’ systam
[basically follew the leader and drop a
persom at every turn whao waits for the
swasp rider] 1o dispance wilh maps and
give you the freedom b enjoy the ride
knowing thak at least someone knows
where lhey are going!

I Vielmam 5l is easy to blemd in with the
Locals snd get lost in the crowd and hence
we all wear the bright lime sashes.
When you slop fer cernerman dulies
there's always & crowd.

Mozt of the time you are surrounded by
inguisitive and happy children and we
always have some small gifts on hand.

: Here somee Villagers near Mai Chai dis-
cuss the accuracy of Sam’s GPS and
where a McDonalds might be lserry none
in Wietmam!].

: Mow on record! | have been accused of

taking ihe wrong turm al a ¥ intersecticn
in desp wesiern Wietnam. The swesp
rider had his Minsk wound full noise to
catch ma bafars | snlered Lass.,
I like (e submil Beleow thal the cormer-
perdons invalved were otherwise
‘imvolved! Mote the &5 degree bike posi-
EHen and the ambiguous arm indication,
We reslised |later that Willi (Germani
was obwiously pointing in his =econd lan-
guage! The defence rests its case!
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A GENTLE INTRODUCTION
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raad far a start and the busile along the way
does take some getling used L-J

| knew there w
[ali] und yaur horn as you i1|.||:l||.'~'.1|'h ary-
thing and everyone you are avertaking [as
warningl and al driveviays where someane
will appear suddenly.

Thankfully we are quickly into the coun-
fryside and already am ! rice paddy
fields and heading narth into the hills of Fai
Chau via sorme mountam passes with @

3 elirmbe. As we gat higher we €
the Muong people selling
n at the saddle. We stap an
out the tour are surraunded by ¢
brought small gifes 1o give auwl
y and their taces Light

DISTIHCT ETHHIC GROUPS
-|FI'|*lr| 19 Aot just ane Face al pegple. [here
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Hey! Every Kiwi Rider bike appraisal has the customary wheelie test. We subject the
Minzk fo the same. | think on ‘take 29° we finally lifbed it!
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Seams that KR magazine has found [1's way to another biking nation. & young H'mong biker

ehedks aul what's om offer im the owlside warld. Pete, think of 1] 1& Millisn Bataroyelists.,
market share here and you could retire!

- 5%
















