YAMAHA HANMER
SFRINGE SAFARI

of the South Island while providing plenty of adventure along the way.
The Ed was lucky enough to be one of the 150 participants to take part
in this South Island Adventure...

1herrr= for me when fiying 1 home , the four s amived at front o, rn',- exsiternent

airspace (something always comes the picturs posteand town of Hanrer alreacty starting 1o buikd and | hadrrt
upl) bt luckily | madea it to the aimort Soengs, and mace our way to e A
gates on time (thanks to the new selfl  Hanmer Heritage Hotel - the base for



a reputation for

the be

anced ricers often H:jﬂ

WS

Foute shest holder

the left-hard-side o
Houte 5

tape and scissors
worked furicush:

hngsﬂ Eln.n H[luugrrlm anhm
Wikzere, Dawe "Racing [Dawe’ Britien
- Jesran McSkimming an Bruce Aken.

The rugged beauty of Gore Bay



Day One

With an excess of 350km 1o be cov-
ered each day an earty start is essantial
to make sura all the bikes malke it from
afart 1o finish with plenty of time o
spare, so breakfast starts at 6.00am
and riders ane encouwragad to be ready
1o rodl by 7 -30arm and out the gate no
later than 7.50am, when the swieap
riders legve. Day one saw us haad east
and into the Marborough countryside
toweands Wiau. Just over Bkmin and
we came upon the Hanmer River
crossing, which had baen washed
away during the winter storms. This
meant we had 1o folloa the mver bad
1o find the crossing point, after which
wie were off-road proper, climbing up
the hills of a typical South Iskand farm,
The off-road tamain wasn't a problem
for me on the WR250R | was riding,
bt guys an the bigger achveniure and
dual-purpose bikes had to take it a bit
easiar, One chap on a R1200GS rein
forced the adage “you go whera yau
ook, wher on said trail he had a small
front whes! washout, He managed to
racover it, but as he did, he looked

down the gully and that's exactly where
he and his Beemer ended up — upside
chown, Halp wasn't far off fofunatiey
and rmarry helping hands saw him and
his bike on ther way agam.

With 75km showing on the odom-
ater it was in fo Cheiat for our first fusl
stop and a quick; coffes. From there
wi headad on through the beautiful
(Zore Bay and onto Fort Robinson and
Hururui Mouth besore heading via the
Elthe Valey and Scargil to \Waikari for
our second Tuel stop about 90km kter
| lockied in the tank of the WR and it
appeared to be half full at least, so |
decided 10 fliag fusl stop number twn

THE BIKE WE RODE - YAMAHA WR250R

Last Year's Omarama Safari also served as the launch of the Yamaha
WR250R Supertrail, so it was no surprise that the boys in blue had lined up
a fleat of these little bikes for the journos in attendance.

This was my first ride on the WR and | was mighty impressed with the [it-
tle bike that mixes competition performance with everyday convenience, lts
lightweight characteristics on and off road, good acceleration and throttle
response, decent brakes and twelve-grand price tag make it a bargain buy
for me. Comfort-wise the WR is good, especially in the seated position, but
being 63" it was a |itthe cramped when standing, but nothing a higher bend
bar and a riser kit wouldn't fix.

Another standout feature of the 250cc liquid-cooled four-stroke DOHC
four-valve engine is the 10,000km service and 40,000km valve service inter-
vals. This is unheard of for a run-of-the-mill four-stroke endurs or trail bike.

Sure it's borrowed looks, style and components from other bikes in the
Yamaha range, but the Supertrail is a bike in a class of its own. The power is
ample from just above bottom of the rev range all the way up to max power
output, which tops at 10 grand and makes for a fun ride. A good amount of
usable torque alzo comes on somewhere around 3-4000rpm and when you're
in the meat of it, the WR is like a mountain goat. Traversing over rough ground
Is a einch thanks to the smooth fuel injection which has no nasty surges and
the traction available even on loose gravel and farm trails is impressive,

While the WR sports a six-speed box, you had to be onto it when select-
ing gears on tight switch backs and rocky terrain, where first gear was a
little short and second was a bit long to have you in that awesome torgue
range. Gearing it dowm a little, perhaps two more teeth on the back would
certainly benefit those owners with a penchant for more serious off-road-

ing, but obviously this will be at the sxpense of top speed.
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as the next stop was apparenthy 100km
aweay and | reckoned I'd be sweal.
Lunch was held af the Hawarden
Rugioy clulb, which consisted of & buf-
fiet aof qood Kiwi tucker, Loaded up
with carbs and fluids, after lunch it

wias back on tha road and 1o the first
of the: trail options, | was realy looking
fomwvand to the trail options as tral rid-
ing is Fagh my kst of favoutite things to
cio, howesar 1.2k ou from lunch and
my fuel light came on! | had to fiag the
first option fwhich was dosed by the
bEndowner for some reason] and spent
the next halt an howur genthy on and off
the throttle while keeping an ey on tha
trip meter stating how marmy kays I'd
travelied snce aating into the resans
fuel. | had just passed the S58km marnk
and was on the outskins of the mid
afterncaon fuel stop (at Harwaden] when
the WH began 1o cough and splutter,

| frarticaly began shaking the bike
from side-to-side in a vain attemnpt to
get gas over 1o the fuel pick-up, which
seermed o work a couple of times, |
had st hit the S0kph sign on the edoge
of town when the 250 farted s last bit
of petrol through the injectors and the
engne died, Fortunately | had enouwgh
mcrmertum to coast 1o the patrl
station forecourt, much o rmy relef.
Achenture nding lesson one leamad
aways fusl up when advisad, even if
you think you've got enough gas!

Atter Hawarden we fravelled on the
farsea for just under 60km, heading
though Cukendon on the way, Defons
qetting back 1o the first part of the day’s
route, which we ran in revarsa back 1o
Hanmer. Amving back at the hoted just
bafore 5.00pm showed 380km on the
clock. Cur first day was a great intro-
duction 1o the Safan and the WHR2E0R,
which | was really startng 1o apprecate
a5 a sanous littke toal. With sign on com-
pleted, dery two’s route sheat instalizd
in the: haolder and the dust washed from
paces | didn't know you could ged dust
inko, it was off to dinner for a massie
feed and the riders' briefing for day two.

Day Two

Unblse vesterday we were not 10 ecene
a ricke map for days twn and thee, onby
our route sheets, due 1o the landowners

it wanting peooie comirg back unin-
vited — fair encugh., With riders alowed
fo lesve a ithe earlier, when | rollied past
the hotal's man enfrance at 7.20am,

it wias deserled and clear that mamy
riders had taken the opportunity 10 gt
away sharpish. Those that did would've
cartainty avoidad being in the mob

and therefore avoided a far bit of dust,
Teday's route was marked out by John
Snclair and consisted of a nde through
the: mighty Maoleswarth Station, out to
Blacidirch for lunch and back again, If
you beven’t sean the Moksworth Sta-
fion, you realy are missing out on some
prime (Godzone real estate. Fine gravel
roads cover the bulk of it and they ane
r great concition, making it accessibia
for & wide range of bikas, The other
standout festure of the Marboraugh
high country was the flore. Due to a
refativety wet spring, Blues Bomidge
(ipers bugiess) fowers had gone off
and carpatad much of the roling land-
scape, boking spectacular in the proc-
855, You alsn get up to some impres-
shee elavations, like Wards Pass which is
4000 feet above saa kevel, As our route
for today didn't pass ary petrol sta-
tions, the organsens had amanged for
fwe fuel tarkears o be on the route for
rediling and the first of these was about
a5k info the ride at Cob Houss, After
refudling it was ormwands and upwards
= guite litarally. Ootion time meaant those
with the: skill and desie could tackls
1he huller Station, whera the trail option
includes boulders, cresks, snge rack
and lots of steep L and downhill sa2c-
fions — magic! Aftar crossing the Tone
Raver it was up, up, up and away, The
climb to thes vantage pont was so
miich fun and the view of the infand
Kakouras and Mount Tapseunuky was
simphy stunning. AL 10,000 feet Tappy’
i5 fhe: Fighest mountain outsice the
Southem Alps and S Ed Hilary used it
for traning.



YAMNMAHA HAWMER
SFRINGS SAFAR]

YOU & YOUR BIKE

The arganisers have no control
aver the weather and due (o the
time of year the Safari is held it
i likely fo be warm or even hot
{like this year), 5o it pays to take
the correct riding gear, Some
partz of the adventure route go
to higher elevations which are
cald if it's wet and can be a bit
chilly evan il i's ne. Layers arg
beat: mering thermals agadnst
the ekin, plus wind and water-
proof pants and jacket. Strong
matorcycle boots, or at least calf
length strong leather bools, are
mandatory. You will also nead
light and warm gloves and good
goggles or visar - if the weather
i% dry it will be very dusty [Soott
Desert gogales are the duck's
nuts for dusty conditions). You
will need a small backpack,

te carry spare clothing, drink,
snacks ete, The best type s one
with & drink bladder built in. Cell
phones are a good safety item

= put in a waterproof bag, but
COVEFRGE Can De sporadic,

Az per the aorganisers recom-
mendation, | wore ear plugs for
the duration, applied lots of sun
block, and kepk well hydrated
wiith my Fox lydra pack, which
alzo carried my fire extinguishear
(200 gm extinguisher is manda-
tary for all ridars),

It goes without saveng that
wour bllke must be in good
working order and have a cur-
rant WOF and rego. Also usaful
is a fully opertational speedo
and odomeber to keep you on
the right route. & ralling rowte
sheat holder is ancther must
as you don't want to be pulling
bits of A4 paper oul every Tew
kays to make sure you're on the
right track. Other points of note
imclude having a good chain
and sprockets, suitable tyres
in condition and run at the cor-
rect pressures, carry spares and
tools (mcluding tubes front and
rear, tyre |awers, punciure repair
Kit, chain link, spare sparkplug,
brake and clutch levers, chain
lube, and axle tools] shouwld you
need to repair a flat.

Mo fuel is permitted to be car-
ried oulside of the fuel tank - no
exceptions due to high fire risk,
so it pays to know the fuel range
of your bike. Maximum disances
bebween fuel stops vary Between
100km and 128km over the three
days and you'll need cash -
denominations of 510.00, 5 5.00,
52.00 and 51.00 are best.
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die was impressie s doing this area
an ingustice, again | was blown away
by ther rugged beauty of our country
Thie ride through the Rainbow Ski
field area enroute 10 81 Araund was
one that will stay with me for a long
fime. The trails and gravel mads in
and out of the native beach freas
wiere amazing, and the 30-odd kays
of tarmac befors emenging on SHE
was ong of the best I've ever encoun
tered. Had the WH baan waaring
road rims and tyres it wouldve baen
suparmotard heaven,

After refueding at St Arnaud it
was onto Lake Hotoroa via the Prika
Track. This trail had lots of litle tech-
nical s2ctions 1o Keap you on your

toes and the view of the lake as we
decsended the other side of the track
WS ONCe again, picture postcand.
The only downsice of this fantastic
araa was the sandflies. Mever have |
sen sand flies this big or vicious, 20
it wis a very quick stop at the lake
side before hitting another trail option
at Mugoety Cresk, Again thes was
anather great section of the nde over
farmiland and 1 was revelling in the
hat sun aboard the WH. At the and
of this option we crossad the Bular
River on our way 1o Murchison for
lunch at the local ruglby clubrooms,
Another big hearty kinch in us, we
headed in the direction of the Chwen
River and up Mourt Murchison for

anodher spectacular vista, This was

@ ticky hill up and down with 10ts of
course graved to keep you honest
and the speed for the two-way traffic
dawn, From Mount Murchison it was
back through St Amaud for the last
fuel stop of the day and time to tackls
the fabuous Rainbow Station in
revarsa. As we came back on to the
Mokesworth and then back down n
to Hanmer Springs for the final time,

| wias relieved the 413km day was
cver, but aleo a wee bit sad that the
Safar was drawing 10 a close. If | had
oy way, I'd have kepl exploring thes
wonderiul region fill I'd seen it all.

Cur final dinner was another feast
fit for kings and the atmosphere
buzzad with camaraderie and a smal
sense of acheivement. This truly is &
fantastic event and a credit to both
the Britton Adventires crew and
amaha Motor N2, | had a Brilliart
thres days and felt privalged to have
sein some of the South Blands
hackclen gems. Meed year's Safari is
rumicurad 1o be in the East Cape, and
if Mike: Britton can swing it the lucky
attendeas will have access to land
never before allowad o the gencral
public, 2ot should be ancther crack-
ing event, Watch this space. TR

SAFARI STATS

* This is the second Safari
Mike and Ange have
done. The evant received
great feedback from the
participants and the residents
of Hanmer Springs - which is
great for the public image of
adventure riding.

+ Thare were 150 bikes on
this year's event [up from
the previous maox of 125),
including 8 pillions and three
crew riders on the go each of
the three days. Plus there's
the support crew in the van
and at fuelling stations on
day two.

» Cost per person - 51250
including accommodation at
the Heritage Hanmer, 5825
excluding accommodation, but
includes meals etc.

+ Additional cost - Patral = we
spent $100.00 on & 250cc bike
and that doesn’t include fuel
to and from the event.

* Bookings for next year will be
starting asap

+ Britton Adventures are
running two Vietnam trips
this year and two Bali trips.
For maore info on these trips
and the 2010 Safari, visit
www.adventurerides.co.nz, or
call Mike or Angela on 07 855
6132, 021 264 8047




